
 

 

Gap Closing J/I Evidence             November  2011 
Use of Gap Closing Junior/Intermediate resources can close gaps for Grade 6 students and influence teacher practice                            
         

 
GAP CLOSING RESOURCES 
PRINT MATERIALS  
The Student Book and Facilitator Guide support 
students and teachers in closing specific gaps in 
learning.  Each general topic has a diagnostic and a 
set of precisely focused intervention materials.   Each 
lesson includes a single-task Open Question approach 
and a multiple-question Think Sheet approach that 
addresses the same learning goals, and represents 
different ways for students to engage in and interact 
with the mathematics.   Facilitator guides include 
three-part lesson suggestions for both approaches 
helping teachers understand their roles in use of the 
materials.  Students can be given direct access to the 
materials at www.gapclosing.ca.  

E-PRACTICE MATERIALS 
Interactive e-Practice aligned with each Gap Closing 
lesson is being developed in response to students’ 
requests for more practice to ensure they have 
understood a lesson. E-Practice activities are being 
released as developed at www.epractice.ca 
“Not like the textbook or sheets we get in class…I would 
actually want more, like when I go home.” (Student) 

IMPLEMENTATION SUPPORTS  
Materials and supports are available in MathGAINS at 
www.edugains.ca. 
• Videos on Co-teaching and Co-planning lessons 

using Gap Closing materials  
• 2-page summaries:  Gap Closing Materials, Gap 

Closing Context and Evidence, Principals as Math 
Leaders  

• Adobe Connect professional learning series   
Watch MathGAINS for registration information. 

• English and French language versions  
• Research reports and slides 
• Provincial level coaching support upon request 

and availability jeffrey.irvine@ontario.ca or 416 
326-2662.  

 
WHO MAY BENEFIT FROM THE USE OF GAP 
CLOSING J/I RESOURCES?   
The Gap Closing resources are designed to help 
teachers provide precisely targeted remediation for 
Grade 6 students who they identify as being 
significantly behind in mathematics.  The goal is to 
close gaps in Number Sense so that the students can 

be successful in learning grade-appropriate 
mathematics.   However, the materials may also be 
useful to Grades 4 and 5 teachers in providing 
alternative approaches they have not considered to 
some of the content for all students in their 
classroom.  The materials can help intermediate 
teachers support their students who are working 
significantly below grade level.   

WHAT EVIDENCE DO WE HAVE OF THE 
EFFECTIVENESS OF USING GAP CLOSING 
RESOURCES? 
Beta-testing was conducted April – June 2010 in10 
English boards and 1 French board. Achievement 
results for 1027 English-language students are 
shown in the Table below.   

Case studies revealed increases in student confidence 

and perseverance as well as feelings that the 
materials make math easier to understand.   

DOES USE OF THESE RESOURCES IMPROVE 
STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT AND CLOSE GAPS 
FOR TARGETED GROUPS OF STUDENTS?   
ENGLISH LANGUAGE LEARNERS  
Results from Spring 2011 field-tests are shown.   
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“I think Gap Closing is awesome.  When I’m doing math 
before, I had to go to the textbook – and there are 
words that I don’t understand…like some of the words 
are really big for me – and I don’t know what half of 
the words mean.  And this, to be honest, Grade 4’s can 
even do this… by using Gap Closing. It’s lots of help.  
The words are really easy and it’s the same words that 
they use in the textbook – but explained so I 
understand what it means.” (Student) 

 

STUDENTS WITH SPECIAL EDUCATION NEEDS 
AND IEP’S 
Results for students with special education needs and 
IEP’s are shown. Gap Closing students used the 
materials and worked with their teacher on 
strategies embedded in the lessons.  Some of the 
lessons were modified for Grade 6 students working 
at lower grade levels.   
“I think it's really good for students to use Gap Closing 

in math because it helps you a lot… because of the 
Think Sheet and also the different kinds of math 
problems that you get to work on.  It makes math 
easier.” (Student) 

WHICH IMPLEMENTATION MODELS 
APPEAR MOST EFFECTIVE IN CLOSING 
GAPS FOR JUNIOR STUDENTS?   
In 2010-2011 field tests, types of implementation 

models used by teachers in one school board showed 
significant differences in student achievement among 

the different models.  Students with individual 
instruction with the teacher using Gap Closing 
materials saw the most gains.   
 

IN WHAT WAYS DO THESE GROUPS OF 
STUDENTS BENEFIT FROM USE OF THESE 
MATERIALS?  
In the case studies and the student surveys, Gap 
Closing students reported an increased level of 
confidence, a more positive attitude towards 
mathematics, an increase in the use of models and 
diagrams for solving problems, and greater likeliness 
to persevere with a math problem because they knew 
of different ways they could try to solve the problem.   

“I thought it was better than the textbook, it makes you 
understand the question better than the textbook.  The 
textbook has the same questions over and over.  I like 
the gap closing open questions that uses our ideas.   I 
feel more confident that I can do the math questions 
now.” (Student) 

 

HOW DID TEACHERS BENEFIT FROM USING 
GAP CLOSING STRATEGIES IN THEIR 
CLASSROOMS?  
DIFFERENTIATED INSTRUCTION  
For each topic, there is a diagnostic and a set of 
intervention materials. Diagnostics are designed to 
uncover the typical problems students have with a 
specific topic. Each diagnostic should be used to 
tailor differentiated lessons as instructional decisions 
are being made for the struggling student. 

“It's neat because before you start a unit, you can give 
that diagnostic and if they all do well than you can just 
do a quick little lesson, because some kids get it and 
some needed extra help.  On units where you need 
extra help you now know to spend more time. It really 
ends up saving time, because if they all know it then 
why re-do it?” (Teacher)   

TEACHING STRATEGIES 
“The facilitator’s guide was helpful for us as teachers. 
They helped with the implementation as a whole class 
or with guiding a small group.  I used the questions 
from the guide and it gave me ideas of how to teach 
the lesson and I learned that there are lots of ways to 
explain the concepts.” (Teachers) 




